! (!

B g

B
) "
o,

Journal of Currenl Science & Humanities
PoISSNT EMT-TT6 e IS8R LTI

Tewpraict Factor: L2

Proceeding of Interdisclplinary Mational Seminar on Recent Trends in Langeages, Literalure and Sockal Sckences, Saturday, 1™ June, 2018

vd

INDEX
:,:; Research Paper Title Researcher b{s;u'ne I:fe
English 3 A

1. | PORTRAIT OF FEMALE CHARACTERS IN *Dr, 8. G. Patil 1-3
THE NOVELS OF PRATCHETT TERRY WITH | **Mr. A, G. Shinde
REFERENCE TO WITCHES SERIES

2. | CULTURE-CLASH AND DIASPORA *MR. L.N. SHIKALGAR, 4-8 \'/r’

**DR. GHODAKE P. G.

3. | TROUBLED PARENT-CHILD *Mr. §. M. Chavan 9-13
RELATIONSHIPS IN GRAHAM SWIFT'S #+D)r. N. V. Nalawade
"WATERLAND' AND *OUT OF THIS WORLD'

4. | IDENTITY CRISIS IN UPAMANYLU | DR. ASHWINI MANIK 14-18
CHHATTERJEE'S ENGLISH AUGUST PURUDE

5. | THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENT AND INDIAN | DR, BIAGWAN S, LOKDE | 19-22
ENGLISH PROSE e A= F |

6. | EXPATRIATE CONSCIOUSNESS AND WOMAN | DR.S. 1. NOORANI, 23-26
PROTAGONISTS ' : .

7. | HEGEMONY AND HENRIK IBSEN'S AN ENEMY | MR, SHIVKUMAR 27-30
OF THE PEOPLE SURAJBHAN AGRAWAL

8. | SOCIAL CONFLICT IN HARISH GORE'S A4 | DR A.N. DADAS 31-35
TRIBUTE TO MY FATHER'S STRUGGLE FOR |
LIFE |

9. | RACE AND ETHNICITY IN SHAWN WONG'S DR. BHANDARE | 36-42
AMERICAN KNEE SHRIKANT JAYANT .

10, | "ANITA DESAI'S NOVELS: MANIFESTATION OF | DR, JAYANT ANANT 43-45

| QUEST FOR IDENTITY.” KULKARNI |

NGUGI'S PETALS OF BLOOD AS A CRITIQUE OF

DR. BALKRISHNA DADA 46-44

1.
CAPITALISM WAGHMARE '

12. | CULTURE IDENTITY AND  MAN-WOMAN | SHRI. BABU GOPAL | 8054 |
RELATIONSHIP IN JHUMPA LAHIRI'S THE | pATIL
NAMESAKE A

13. | CONVERSING MUTILATED BODY  AND | MR. DEVENDRA J, 55-59
PHYSICAL RELATION IN J. M. COETZEE'S SLOW | RANAWARE
MAN

14. | IMMIGRATION AND  MARRIED  WOMAN | DR. SACHIN ;. KAMBLE 60-65

= CONSCIOUSNESS R 0

15. | IMPORTANCE OF MOTHERTONGUE  IN | DR. SUKHADEO 66-69
COMMUNICATION RAGHUNATH BHOSALE

16. | THE WEAVE OF MY LIFE: A DALIT WOMANS | DR. MADHAVI PAWAR 70-72

- | MEMOIR

17. | NATURE AND CULTURE IN THE AMITAV | FULSAWANGE, 5. U. 73-77
GHOSH'S THE HUNGRY TIDE

18. | THE CARIBBEAN COLONIZED IDENTITY CRISIS | VAIIAYANTI OTARI 78-87

10, | JAYANTA MAHAPATRA'S 'RELATIONSHIP;, A | DR. KAMBLE SANJAY §8-92
STUDY IN LANDSCAPE MYTII PANDIT

20. | THE VOICE OF THE SUBALTERN THE DR. KORE S. M.
WHITE TIGER

21. | SUICIDE AS PROTEST IN THINGS FALL APART | SONTAKKE S.M.,

72, | OUEST FOR SELF-IDENTITY IN DI MORRISSEY'S | MR. SACHIN BABAN

Special Issue

PDF SIGNER DEMO VERSION

Arts & Commerce College, Vaduj




L]
By, ®

Website: wwwjcsonling.in
&, ] "‘\‘

Journal of Carrent Sclence & Humanities
P-ISSN: 1347-7784 o-158N: TMT.TTR2
Impact Factor: 105

Proceeding of Interdisciplinary Mational Seminar on Recent Trends in Languages, Literature and Soclal Schences, Saturday, 7 june, 2018

CULTURE-CLASH AND DIASPORA

*Mr. L.N. Shikalgar
Devchand College, Arjunnagar, Nipani( Kamataka)
**Dr. Ghodke B.G.
Assistant Proféssor,
D.K.A.5.C. College,Ichalkaranji, Kolhapur

Clash is generated when competitions by
groups or individual over as incompatible
goals, scarce resources, and sources of
power are needed to acquire them. This
competition is  also determined by
individual perceptions may differ greatly
among individuals on account of their
diverse social backgrounds.

There 1s no denying the fact that the clash
of cultures emanates from an individual’s
interface with a new culture, which
enables him to compare the two cultures.
Cross cultural conflicts occur between
individuals cr social groups separated by
cultural boundaries. The problematic
situation has to do with distant migration,
where the new generations are provoked to
follow a new way of living with their
dissatisfaction that has been recorded by
the writers of Indian Diaspora. This new
generation is the worst sufferers in cultural
clash. What Jayram and Atai rightly quote
that is observed by Kamal Kumar Rau! in
“The Cultura! Landscape of Jhumpa Lahiri
and Kiran Desai”,

“In human migration, two unique factors
need to be recognized; migration does not
mean mere physical movements of
people.Migrants carry with them a socio-
cultural baggage which among other things
consists of a predefined social identity a
set of religious beliefs and practices, a
framework of norms and values governing

tamily and kinship organization. and lood
habbits and language.” (P.34)

People migrate in search of a better life to
USA, Canada, UK., Trinidad, Australia,
and Arab Countries etc. which is a
manifestation of the deficiency in their
culture. The writings of V.S, Naipaul,
Bharati Mukherjee, Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni, Jhumpa Lahiri, Salman
Rushdie, Meena Alexander, and Kiian
Desai are the examples of such migration
that is resulted in homesickness. insomnia,
alienation, rootlessness, and sense of loss.
The challenges of immigration and the
confrontation to new culture lead the
individual to bitter experiences that occur
because of ethnocentric differences from
the native foreigners. Every culture has its
own limitations and strengths, the
limitations as humans, people of every
culture, will have a weakness for their
cultural leanings. Kamal Kumar Raul
pinpoints the stem of different cuitural
identities which aie discussed by Andrea
Williams,

“Culture is a group which shapes a
person’s values and identity.................
culturali identities can stem from the
following differences; race, ethinnicity,
gender, class, religion, country of origin,
and geographic region.” (P.35)

Raul makes it clear cultural conflict arise
because of the differences in valygs 0]
norms of behavior of people from
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cultures. According to him, culture — clash
has three dimensions. The two dimensions
that every conflict has (content and
relational), cultural conflict adds the third
one- “a clash of cultural values”(Raul, The
Cultural Landscapc P.35). This third
dimension constitutes the foundation of the
conflict since it determines personal
identity.

Raul further points out the signs of cultural
contlict which Andrea Williams has
identified as follows.

i.It usually has complicated dynamics.
Cultural differences mentioned tend to
create  complex  combinations  of
expectations about one's own and others’
behavior.

2.1t addresses content and relational issues
do not resolve the conflict, it can be rooted
in cultural differences.

3.Conflict reoccurrence raise §trong
emotions even though the issue of
disagreement may be insignificant.
Culture- clash is the effshoot of the
Diaspora. It takes place due to willing or
forced migration of people. People migrate
to other countries for economic reasons
and form an effective Diaspora. People,
who migrate, carry their calture with them.
In the host country, it becomes difficult for
them to adjust to the host culturc. This is
the root cause of culture-clash which we
are going to focus on the selected short
stories. It is a dilemma faced by Indian
Protagonisis in the foreign country. It
depicts ambiguities, the contradiction of
old and new, convention and change in
ethics and freedom. It also represents the
fear and trauma faced by Indian woman
protagonists in European countries.
Simply, culture-clash is the conflict of
cultures. It is the socio-caltural encounter

between home land and host land.
According to Collins online dictionary,
“Culture-clash is a conflict arising from
the interaction of people with different
cultural values.”(www.dictionary.com)
After discussing the culture-clash, it is
necessary to see the pathos of Indian
Diaspora. It is the third largest Diaspora. It
is next to the British and the Chinese in
that order. Indian people found in all
continents. The Indian migrated people
constitute the Indian Diaspora which is
important and some respects unique force
in world culture. The origin of Indian
Diaspora is in the British reign who ruled
India for nearly 150 years. Indian people
nearly iwo million were taken by British
Empire to Malaysia, Fiji, Maunitius,
Trinidad and Srilanka as indentured labors
and soldiers to fight the Boer War, the
First and Second World War on behalf of
British. In this way, the Indians were
spread all over the world. Though they
spread all over the world, they have some
tenuous link with the motherland. Certain
customs, rituals, traditions, and culture
bind Indians together.

There are two waves of immigration to the
U.S.A generally of South Asians and
pariicularly Indians, The first is from 1907
to 1924 and the second started in 1965
which continues ic the present day. The
first wave consisted Sikhs from Punjab
and Muslims, while the second constitutes
the professionals. We find that the Indian
Diaspora has historical and contemporary
significance of Indian people in various
parts of the world. Sudesh Mishra
classified it in the old and new Diaspora.
He says,

“The distinction is old and new, o1
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indentured peasants to non-metropolitan
plantation colonies such as Fiji, Trinidad,
Mauritius, Guyana, roughly between the
years1830 and 1917; and on the other hand
the late capital or postmodern dispersal of
new migrants of all classes to metropolitan
centers like Australia, the United States,
Canada and Britain”(P.276).

According to Vinay Lal, thcre are two
types of Diasporas — ‘Diaspora of labour’
and ‘Diaspora of longing’. What is
common in these two, that, a sense of
unease due to the dislocation. Diaspora of
labour is forced Diaspora due to
indentured labours at the host country:
And Diaspora of longing expresses their
traumatic sense of longimg for homeland.
V.8, Naipaul, through his writings,
expresses a sense of unease, the question
of inheritance and homelessness. At this
point, we are going to diseuss the elements
of culture-clash,

'Bast-West Encounter” s the gist of
diasporic writing. Indiam immigrants in
different parts of the weoeld differ from
each other in their attitudes towards India,
Indian region and culture. This attitude is
related to their psychology of dislocation
and displacemcnt.  Calture-clash in
Diasporic literature involves an idea of
attachment to homeland, tradition, and
culture of their country amd ethnic group,
religion and language whach conflict with
the culture, tradition, langsage, religion of
host iand. The immigrants due to east west
encounter face many difficulties such as
alienation, nostalgia, racisf discrimination
and rootlessness.

Alienation is the soul of the conflicting
cultures that is the natural eonsequence of
the existentialism. The wesd ‘alienation’ is
borrowed from the Latin word and noun

‘Alienato’ which means to snatch or to
make a thing from others, M.H. Abrams in
‘A Glossary of Literary Terms’ defines,
“Alienation is the state of being alienated
or estranged from something or somebody;
it is a condition of the mind.” (P.5)

The pioneering attempt has been made by
Hegel to define alienation in which he
distingunishes alienation in two typcs, that
is, ‘Individual Alienation’ and ‘Social
Contract,” the situation arises when a
change occurs in man’s concept of ‘self.’
His legacy has been further inherited by
Karl Marx who puts forth the idea of
alienation by  classifying  Political
alienation and Economic alienation. His
classification comprises the dimension of
human existence in socio-economic
context in which he points out the
relational model between political and
economic alienation. According to him, to
get rid of the political alienation which
segregates the individual form of the
society on the basis of economy, one must
get rid of economic alienation which is the
basic alienation. He also distinguishes the
society in haves and haves not. The view
of Marx is broadened by Sartre in his
beook, ‘Critique of Dialectic Reason,’
where he points out that Marx's concept of
alienation relates to economic alienation
which exhibits the haves controls the
haves not or the labour class and feels the
alienation in the human life,

The Diasporic writers are aware of the
dilemma resulting from aliénation while
describing their alienated characters. Their
main aim seem to demonstrate the dangers
of two cultures amalgamating into one
person and resulting in his unfortunate

alienation.They linger between .
worlds — Indian and Americ :5*? '
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belonging to the either and finds a stranger
to both, They suffer from alienation and do
not improve the situation for long due to
East West encounter.
Alienation is the basic form of rootlessness
that is an adjective which means having no
ties or bonds to a locale where he ™
According to Wiktionary, i
*being a wandercd; having no ties
to a particular locale’
Rootlessness and search for the roots
become synonyms to the Diasporic
writers. The search for “*home’ and having
no bond to a locale are integral parts of
Diasporic Literature. Their search for a
new house is a search of belonging leads
them to rootlessness. The problems of
immigrants in the alien land arise out of
cultural dispiacement. They cannot have
that sense of belongingness anywhere
because of their sense of alienation that is
evident in the members of a diasporic
population lead their life in a way bearing
marks of displacement and searching for
belongingness.
Nostalgia is another aspect of aspect of
culture-clash resulting by the worries,
anxieties and alien sensibility of the
immigrants. The term nostalgia was coined
by a medical student to describe the
worries and anxieties of Swiss mercenary
who flight away from home. The word
nostalgia is formed from a Greek
compound which cunsists of nostos and
algos. The nostos is a Homeric word
which means ‘homecoming’ and algos
signifies “pain, ache.” Radha Rani Mishra
in her essay, ‘Nostalgia in Modem
Literature’ defines,

Nostalgia is the trigger for Diasporic
literature represents culture-clash which
refers to a general interest in the past, its
personalities, and events, especially the
“old days™ at the homeland. It means that
nostalgia is closely linked to the past and
home of the immigrant and also to the
basic emotions of grief and depression
where the character engages in the lost
land  melancholically. The psychic
situation of the characters woven with the
melancholic state of mind and face
exposes an inner struggle with past and the
present which mingled with the difficulties
at the host land. *Home' is a vital concept
in nostalgia. There is attraction and
repulsion of home experienced by the
characters, so Sudesh Mishra points out,
“*Home’ signifies an end to itinerant
wandering, in putting down the roots.”
(P.294)

The Diasporic writers exhibit the lament or
nostalgic feeling for India which is the
homeland of their characters that can be
seen as a stage in the healing process of
grief and a pain accompanied by the loss
of the homeland and withdrawal of the
interest in the host land.

Racial Discrimination is another hindrance
of the immigrants that causes to suffer. It
is an ideology and action of rejection and
intolerance towards people who have a
different nationality, coloured skin and
creed and they become the subject of
ridicule, rejection and hostility. The usage
of the word ‘Racial Discrimination’ is
relatively recent and widespread into the
western world in the 1930s when it was
used to describe the political agenda and

“Nostalgia is sentimentality for the past,
typically for a period or place with happy
personal associations.”
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“Racism and racial discrimination are
often used to describe discrimination on an
ethnic or cultural basis, independent of
whether these differences are described as
racial."{P.1)
The Oxtord English Dictionary (2008)
racords,

“Belief in the superiority
particular race.”
According to the UN International
Convention (1965)
“The term ‘“racial discrimination” shall
mean any  distinction,  exclusion,
restriction, or preferéence based on race,
colour, descent, or national or ethnic origin
that has the purpose of effect of nullifying
or impairing the recognition, enjoyment or
exercise, on an equal footing, of human
rights and fundamental freedoms in the
political, economic, social, cultural or any
other field of public life."(Racism,
Wikipedia P.3)
Garner, in 2009, identifies the existing
three elements of Racial discrimination,
1.Historical, in which he speaks about the
hierarchical power relations between
Zroups.
2.An ideclogy about racial differences.
3 Discriminatory practices.
The immigrant looks for a new
opportunity and a new lifestyle in alien
land where he is looked as invading the
country with his family, The situations will
become more und more difficult for him
because native people who are around
immigrant do everything possible o take
advantage of the conditions including
Government Officials of host land.
The Diasporic writers present a series of
injustices committed to immigrants in the
host country where most immigrants fear
and feel threatened because they are afraid

to lost everything they have and also afraid

to be deported and return to the homeland.

Many Indian English writers in Diaspora

have non-Christian background. They

constitute a wide spectrum of religious
background. They have different ethnic,
regional, and cultural identity. This
diversity leads them and their writings to
great strength and variety. There are
several Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and

Parsi  writers that represent Indian

Diaspora.
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EXPATRIATE CONSCIOUSNESS AND WOMAN PROTAGONISTS

Dr. S. I. Noorani,
Associate Professor,
DK. A. S. C. College, Ichalkaranji, Kolhapur

Abstract: We are going to discuss the immigrant married life and expalriate consciousness in

the select two short stories ‘The Lady from

Lucknow’ and ‘The World According to Hsu' of

the first short story collection Darkness (1985) of Bharati Mukherjee. Culture-Clash is the
evitable fate of immigrant married life. Usually this theme is common in the writings of the
immigrant when he/she moves from the home country to another for various reasons. The
trauma of the protagonists’ condition of the immigrant can be well understood from the
immigrant experience perspective. This paper tries to focus the difficulties and problems
faced by the immigrant married couple in Canada and in the United States and analyze the
-experience of Culture-clash experienced by Mukherjee in her two short stories.

Key words: expatriate consciousness, woman protagonist, immigrant, married life, Culture-

clash. trauma, dilemma ete.

We are going to discuss the immigrant
married life in the select two short stories
‘The Lady from Lucknow' and ‘The
World According to Hsu' of the first short
story collection Darkness (1985} of
Bharati Mukherjee. Culture-Clash is the
inevitable fate of immigrant married life.
The reading of these two short stories in
the light of Culture-clash enables us to
understand the hollowness of married life
due to immigration. Usually this theme is
common in the writings of the immigrant
when he/she moves from the home country
to another for various reasons. The trauma
of the protagonists’ condition of the
immigrant can be well understood from
the immigrant experience perspective. This
paper tries to foeus the difficulties and
problems faced by the immigrant married
couple in Canada and in the United States
and analyze the experience of Culture-
clash experienced by Mukherjee in her two
short stories,

The reading of Mukherjee’s two short
stories reveals the experience of the

married woman protagonists in the new
land. Her immigrant woman protagonists’
movements from India to Canada or
U.S.A. for various reasons enable them to
experience the position of expatriate. Their
stays in Canada or U.S. aifect them
psychologically. They suffer the feeling of
alienation in the host land due to the clash
of cultures they lace,

The protagonists of these short stories in
Darkness oscillate between two cultures
like the protagonist of her first novel The
Tiger’s Daughter (1975). They face the
culture-clash as expatriates. In this very
first novel, Bharati Mukherjee reveals her
idea of belonging to a nowhere world and
the culture conflict. In a interview, she
shares her views of her first novel. She
says,

“] negotiated the no man’s land between
the country of my past and the continent of
my present, shaped b textured
with nostalgia foy
which | had aba
naturally beca
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‘expatriate
Massachusetts Review, p.4)

Expatriate consciousness is at the core of
immigrant martied life as well as
Mukherjee’s writing. Like her first novel,
her two short stories are not exception to
it These stories are bleak and also offer an
angry judgment of the hospitality of the
west. They also reflect her thoughts of
Canada and U.S. where she had bitter
immigrant experience at the initial years of
her career.

‘Breaking the taboos of the traditions or
home country especially India in America
is the forte of Mukherjee’s immigrant
martied woman protagonists. We find it in
the story ‘The Lady from Lucknow'.
Nafeesa is the protagonist of this story
whose husband Iqbal is working for IBM.
She follows him from Pakistan to
Lebanon, Brazil, Zambia, France and
eventually to Atlanta Georgia, She is the
daughter of Army Doctor and her family
moves to Rawalpindi from Lucknow after
partisan.

In American Nafeesa tries for a life of
passion by loving a 63 year old white man,
James Beamish. Committing adultery is a
claim for American identity of Nafeesa.
Her inferior self of native culture makes
her to think herself very lucky in winning
the love of white man. In the company of
James Beamish she feels,

« .. Beautiful, exotic, responsive. [am a
creature he has  immunized of
contamination. When he is with me, the
world seems a happy enough place.”
(p:25)

The twist comes in the story when Nafecsa
-+ is discovered by Mrs. Beamish with her
“husband in bed unexpectedly. Nafeesa
* feels very ‘guilty which her traditional

consciousness.” (The.

puritanical culture imposes her. Her
puritanical view of Islamic woman makes
her frightening. But when Kate, M.
Beamish’s wife takes it lightly and sees
her as an exotic capable of provoking only
a passing interest in her husband. Here. we
find that nothing shocking happened as we
see at the inception of the story where a
romantic Muslim teenage girl has been
dies of a broken heart. And what is her
fault?, that is, to love a Hindu boy. In India
or Pakistan, woman who has illegal affair
can be severely punished. But in Atlanta,
we see that there is no vengeance, no anger
and off course no violence of Kate who
catches her old husband with young
woman in bed. Kate turns the affair into
something ridiculous and disgusting. She
dismisses Nafeesa with contempt,

“] might have stabbed you if T could take
you seriously. But you are quite ludicrous
longing like a Goya nude on my bed.”
(P.33)

We find that the immigrant woman like
Nafeesa has exchanged the polygamous
code of Islamic tradition for white male
patriarchy in America. Her affair with 65
years old white man is the result of
culture-clash. In the traditional culture of
Pakistan the woman is not liberated.
Nafeesa enjoys freedom of committing
adultery in America with old white man.
About Nafeesa's character, Mitali R.Pati
comments,

“The conflict in the social and cultural
codes of the East and the j- eold and

nature of all humpg
diasporic Indian,
anarchy of self.
Perspectives, P.6)
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We find that the Nafeesa , the immigrant
woman, is more generous and more open
to the new culture than men. She is willing
to take risks and to break out the prisons of
sexual discrimination, Her affair with old
white man separates her from the women
of her culture and breaks social and sexual
taboos. Nafeesa recognizes the world of
exiles and calls them ‘the not quiets’. She
is neither in the old homeland nor in the
new one. In true sense of the term, she
faces cultural trauma.

Racial discrimination is the heart of
immigrant writing. Bharati Mukherjee’s
third story in Darkness — The World
According to Hsu is based on the same.
Her protagonist in the present story faces
not only racial discrimination but
abrasiveness of host people also. This is
the story of Ratna, the Euracian of Indian
origin and her husband Graeme Clayton, a
Canadian professor of psychology at
MecGill University, Montreal. They are on
holiday trip to an island of the coast of
Africa. Both of them are here to enjoy the
vacation on the shores of the vast new
ocean. They have planned to pick shells
feed lemurs on the balcony of a hotel and
visit to a colonial museum. However, they
face another unwanted adventure — violent
demonstrations of agitators. So, they are
forced to remain confined in the hotel
room. As an immigrant and having face
like Indians though Eurasian, the
protagonist of this story, Ratna feels
unsecure. She compares Montreal and
Toraito.~She thinks,

_“She claims’to be happy enough in
‘Montreal, less perturbed by the impersonal
revenges . of ' ‘Quebec politicians than
personal -attacks by Toronto racists. In
Montreal, she was merely ‘English’..... in

Toronto, she was not Canadian, not even
Indian. She was something called, after the
imported idiom of London, a Paki, And for
Pakis, Toronto was hell” (p.41)

In the curfew, Mr. and Mrs. Clayton are
forced to live in a hotel room, hotel
Papillon. Ratna is not aftaid of the
violence outside in Montreal but she is
happy 'about the curfew which delays her
departure to Toronto where her husband
has been offered the chair in the
department of Personality Development in
Anglo Montreal. So, Greame persuades

‘her to move Toronto. She recalls some

incidents of racial hatred

“A Bengali woman was beaten and nearly
blinded on the street. And the week before
that an eight year old Punjabi boy was
struck by a car announcing on its bumper.
KEEP CANADA GREEN. PAINT A
PAKI” (p.47)

Greame wants to cheer up Ratna. He paid
five thousand dollars in airfare to enjoy the
vacation. Ratna accuses him selfish
because he is not able to understand her
emotional  upheaval  which racially
discriminated incidents provoked in her.
He wants 1o soothe her.

He says, “it won't happen to you".

“Look --- violence is everywhere.
Toronto's the safest city on the continent™
(p.47)

At this she promptly retorts

“Sure”, she said, “for you™, (p.47)

Greame is not able to relax her, Another
event flashes in her mind about an Indian
Professor’s wife.

“An Indian Professor’s wilt was jumped at
a red light, light in her car, I__h;y_;h_l_'fw her
groceries on the street,/Thepsaid Pakis
shouldn't drive big cary PR
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For Ratna, it is better not to leave Montreal
where she is dark skinned Euracian or a
foreigner, instead a Paki at Toronto. She
can enjoy her dinner and her time with
other tourists without any discrimination.
The immigrant life of Ratna revolves
around the incidents of racial hatred at
Canada which affects her psyche. Perhaps
she is in search of ‘home’ where there is
feeling of ease, secure and free from
conflict but her inescapable past remains
Ratna as alien on that island.
Homelessness and Racial discrimination is
bitter truth of immigrant’s life which
Ratna faces, Mukherjee ends the story
with,

“No matter where she lived, She would
never feel so at home again™ (P.55-56)

We find that the title of the story has been
derived from an article by Kenneth J.Hsu
in The Scientific American which Greame
is reading at his holiday resort. In this
story. according to Christine Gomez, ‘Hsu’
is a ‘metaphor’. It is for ‘one world’ which
s free from cultural collisions, dilemmas,
and separation, But Nagendra Kumar
considers that the view of Gomez proves a

mere hollow dream. Here we have a world
that is based on sharp racial distinctions.
There Is a feeling of “otherness™ for those
‘pakis’ who have come to Canada from
South Asia.
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FRAGMENTED WORLD OF V. 5. NAIPAUL IN ‘IM A FREE STATE

Dr. S. I. Noorani

Associate Prafessor, D.K.A.5.C. College, Ichalkaranji
Abstract
In a Free State is a Booker Prize Winner short story collection of V.S, Naipaul. The researcher will discuss
disorientated world of V.5. Naipaul in the two short stories - ‘The Tramp at Piraeus' and 'One Qut of Many'
published and reflected in In a Free State, Naipaul examines that Third World's families are not integrated
and at the same under the pressures of socio-political upheavals, families are suffering from oneness, They
have lost a sense of domesticity and domestic satisfaction.
Key words: domestic, domesticity, fragmented world, family, dissatisfaction etc.
The researcher will discuss disorientated world of V.S. Naipaul in the two short stories - 'The Tramp at
Piraeus’ and 'One Out of Many' published and reflected in In a Free State, Naipaul examines that Third
World's families are not integrated and at the same under the pressures of socio-political upheavals, families
are suffering from oneness. They have lost a sense of domesticity and domestic satisfaction.
In the prologue named ‘The Tramp at Piraeus', we observe that the travelers are expatriates and exiled
beings. Once they had been expelled from their nations and families by invaders. The travelers are citizens
of different nations. Egyptians are traveling towards their free nation but now  they feel like only casualties
of land and its freedom, because they have lost a sense of homeland towards Egypt. Once they had been
insulted and divided familiarly, so they do not belong to one family. Different families and  domesticities
have given them sense of disintegration. Now the Egyptians are not feeling any kind of attachment towards
homeland where they once lived. They are suffering from the sense of non-attachment and  displacement
towards their own space. A Lack of togetherness, familial warmth and wholeness have led all these post-
colonial characters to the disorientation of selves in domestic situations. Tramp, the protagonist of the
prologue suffers from lack of togetherness. He does not consider himself as one of the Egyptians. He says
that now Egypt is no more his homeland and house. He declares:
“But what's nationality these days? I myself, I think of myself as a citizen of the world.” (P.9)
Nationality means security and identity. The expatriates from different nations do not form a community; nor
do they stand out as individuals. They congregate in temporary groupings, distinguishable racially, as a
crowd but never achieve a sense of homeliness, Naipaul examines that everyone is suffering like the Tramp
due to the lack of relatedness towards land, family bonding and emotional dryness which lead them towards
alienation and a sense of dislocation. For these people the concept the ‘home’ has lost some of its original
force but still they seek to create centre of security it implied. These expatriates are rootless and placeless.
They become exiled and fragmented on domestic level also.
In the first stuqr “One out of many“ we observe that Santosh is not happy in his life due to several

connection wuh the family members, in Bombay also he never fulfills his domestic needs

familial satisfaction. He lives only with and after his master, so his life has become like on EJ. -
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very first sentence of the novel shows that Santosh is dissatisfied with Washington and the people there. In
Washington also he suffers from homelessness and rootlessness. He says:
“T am now an American citizen and I live in Washington, the capital of the world....I was happy in
Bombay...."(P.22). These statements show his disappointment towards American life, though he is a free
man and appears to have done well in life. Santosh yearns for his life in Bombay, where he had been
respected and had enjoyed “certain position”(P.25) We read that in Bombay, Santosh was among the people
and so had a friends circle, domesticity and a central position in life. A social position is even depending
upon familial position. A homeland never gives a sense of unrelatedness towards family and people. But in
Washington, he feels unrelatedness towards each and every aspect which gives him the sense of lack of
family, society and people of native place.
[n Washington we come to know that his consciousness distracts him from his master. His leaving to his
master gives him a sense placelessness and homelessness. Before coming into consciousness his master was
everyone and everything for him. His detachment from master makes him independent but in the
Washington society he gets totally lost. A disorientation of self in domestic situations comes about in
Washington after his being an individual. Santosh comes to realize that returning to Bombay is not possible
for him now. He also realizes the ultimate truth that he cannot go back to past life and nor can he bear the
present life. His failure in the relationship with his master brings a first disorientation in togetherness and the
sense of wholeness.
In Washington he marries a hubshi woman just to make his own existence legal and for the sake of home and
familial satisfactions. But he totally breaks down emotionally, mentally by this marriage. Santosh feels
deeper disorientation in this relationship and even fails to achieve a sense of home. He suffers from
barrenness in relationship and so meets familial dissatisfaction and homelessness. Naipaul minutely observes
that freedom, thus gained, brings him loneliness, unrelatedness and a further disorientation of his life into
three unrelated words. As santosh says:
"...the restaurant is one world, the parks and the green streets of
Washington are another and every evening, some of these streets take metoa third."(P.60-61)
This third world is nothing but his ‘fragmented world’ where he seeks only his shattered life which is full of
sorrows. Naipaul has shown how the freedom has led all post colonial characters to displacement,
rootlessness, loneliness and dissatisfaction, It means that freedom is one of the reasons which have brought
disorientation of self. Naipaul critically observes that Santosh even loses his older identical identity by this
marriage. Marriage to a hubshi woman brings an extreme self-degradation from which he is unable to
recover. At the very last stage of depression, Santosh confesses:
“All that my freedom has brought me is the knowledge that [ have a
face and have a body, that I must feed this body and clothe this body

for a certain number of years. Then it will be over."(P.61)
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there is a loneliness, rootlessness, displacement, insecurity, emptiness or barrenness in life, society and
human relations and so the ultimate result is the disorientation of self. The utmost tragedy of Santosh is
that his life now is a ‘selfless life’ because he accepts his failure in life to satisfy his self and mental, spiritual
and emotional needs even. So now he is waiting for his ultimate end that is death which is the result of
‘fragmented self.’
In the second story “Tell M2 Who to Kill" Naipaul tells us a story of the narrator who has failed to achieve a
familial affection and satisfaction. The narrator faces a first domestic disorientation when he sends his
brother Dayo to London. Actually the narrator never remained aloof from his brother, Having failed to make
a mark in life, he nurtures a dream of better future for his brother. The narrator cannot bear this separatiun.
from his brother so he follows Dayo in London by leaving his home and relatives behind him. But in London
the narrator himself gets totally lost in unidentified surroundings and suffers from his homelessness and
rootlessness. His life in London becomes a series of painful journeys to strange places. He says:
“It is always like this now. You are always taking trains and buses to strange places. You never know what
sort of street you  are going to find yourself in, what sort of house you will be knocking at.”(P.86)
Till the end the narrator remains totally unrelated to his surroundings in London. He suffers from
placelessness, homelessness, rootlessness and restlessness. In London, the narrator and his brother live in a
rented room but they never feel togetherness and homely satisfaction there. Dayo for the sake of security
marries an English girl but he feels a greater disorientation in this relationship due to the barrenness and
emotional dissatisfaction. Dayo’s failure in marriage even disturbs the narrator and both start living in
separate rooms. This separateness breaks down the narrator totally. His failure in domestic responsibility and
situations is reflected in the following words by him:

“But these people come for the day, they are happy, they have buses

to take them back to their hotels, they have countries to go back to, they have houses".(P.99)

Naipaul has shown the dilemma of the narrator which is caused by his loneliness and disappointment with
London. He is in London only to build his brother’s life but Dayo's failure gives him the feeling that their
life in London is over. Dayo has shattered his brother-narrator’s dream. In London he has lost control over
his life. He says: "I can’t see where I am going. I can only wait to see what is going to turn up.”(P.66

The narrator once thought that London is a land of dreams, opportunities and hopes but in reality it is not so.
Instead of being * framed, his life gets fractured’. Santosh in the preceding story is at least able to
understand the * endless chain of action’ that has led him to his alienation in Washington but the narrator in
this story is totally fragmented.
Dayo is a representative of all the people who come to in London secking a better future but fine that life in
London is not as easy as it is believed to be. Dayo tells his brother: It is not easy (o take studies in this place
as you and other people believe.”(P. 06)
Naipaul, through Dayo’s mouth, speaks the dilemma of young people. A metropolitan city like London
gives them a sense of responsibility and a sense of freedom but the pressures of these things make their lives
futile. They cannot bear all tt;ase stresses, tensions and so freedom itself become burden for  them. Even

Stephen’s son Frank does not bear the pressure of his father and in a new city meets the same I"::La-ﬁﬁ’r"ﬁilu%?"
.'.- . .

After this defeat in such dream society, Dayo's half crazed brother says in anguish;
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“0 God, show me the enemy. Once you find who the enemy is, you can kill

him. But those people here they confuse me. Who hurt me? Who spoil my life? Tell me who to beat
back....tell me who to kill."(P.107)

Here we come to know o what extent the narrator breaks down. Dayo's irresponsibility and the narrator’s
own defeat force the narrator to the feeling of being mentally oppressed persecuted in the strange
surroundings of his life. A number of characters portrayed by Naipaul suffer such typical modern maladies
for which perhaps there no remedies. Naipaul himself says:

“A person in this position risks going mad; I have seen it happen to others- it is a bizarre and frightening
thing, and it is one the great strands of my own writing.”

The narrator in “Tell Me Who to Kill" is unable to locate his enemy because the enemy is not one person
only. Naipaul points out in "The Overcrowded Barracoon™(1972):

“The enemy is the past of slavery, colonial neglect and a society uneducated from top to bottom. The enemy
is the smallness of the islands and the absence of resources”.

Disillusionment with a society of London forms the major theme of “Tell Me Who to Kill", Freedom
becomes a state of being aimless and adrift, a severance from all ties with the world - a total withdrawal. The
narrator, who cannot return home after his failure, sends back a message that he is dead. Like Santosh in
*One Out of Many’, the narrator lives only physically and fails to satisfy his self and remains a selfless
person.

Through these twao stories , Naipaul shows that Africans having lost their sense of self are trying to mimic
and to experience a sense of wholeness. But they do not understand that their model for mimicry is no one
but their post-colonizer’s. The broken, oppressed past and culturally detached tribes have fractured their
society.

The social disorientation is due to the racial, religious, and tribal disorientation. So it is very difficult to find
the sense of oneness in African socicties. The neo-colonialism or decolonization, economic-political-
imbalance, mimicry lack of oneness, social tracers and individual's painful past have all fragmented the
Africans at the psychological and social levels.
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Culture-Clash in Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s Silver Pavements, Golden Roofs

Dr. S.I. Noorani,
(ﬁ" Associate Professor and Head,

D.K.A.5.C. College, Ichalkaranji

Abstract
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni explores the issues of the conflicting cultures through her short storySilver
Pavements, Golden Roofs in the debut collection Arranged Marriage (1995). We are going to analyze the cultural
conflict in this short story of the first collection that has the immigrant edge. This storyexhibits the clashing cultural
Essues of Indian Bride and a girl in America At the same time, it also depicts the effect of the changing fimes on Indian
Institution of arranged marriage in the host land Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni also brings to light more positive aspects
of freedom and self-expression on many levels de tﬂ@?ﬂfj@@?ﬁﬁwﬂed life,
Key words: migration, immigrant?_m:cr\aége}i%ia Jl&h&& .
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issues of clashing cultures igffhe
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diasporic experiences not only:prowi
young, newly bride to the old biit one
these women protagonists. It also _dt:pict?; thelt .
geography. The result of that js cultg_re&l_ﬂ;];a which sliq-agfﬁﬁvilable fate of immigrants, In American
surrounding, the lndlaﬁﬁgmc dévelop an alteréd o h’éjciﬂusnﬂs in_order to-relate them to Indian culture.
Wc:mcn of D[vak,alruni’s te‘kﬁ\&rpc&?ﬁt%@gﬂu& _tﬁﬁuqnwo@;ﬁfﬂndia ff‘ﬂm wh!ch t|‘lf§}" have
emigrated and their present experig: az‘i"ajlp gf{ more W Jg.utﬁ*ra of America. While facing the
culture-clash, these protagonists expé‘r“l"étmei,ﬂwg hature-of “alien® land and as a result, they move
towards more complex condition. The complex condition is the plight of these characters and at the same,
their search for identity. They don’t know that they will fit in American society. This stress leads them 1o
culture-clash which these protagonists face in an alien land.

Divakaruni speaks through these stories the same vicissitude of Indian married woman. It suggests
marital relationship as they are seen in India is the practice or liberty to take decision for suitable match of
their father in arranged marriage. The daughter or woman is only scapegoat of this tradition. This practice or
tradition is questioned by Divakaruni in the present short stories. On the other hand in the ‘alien’ land, women
face the co trﬁ';i]r',::l,g“i:}'-siwa1 ion like decision making; independence and working outside the home make them
to respont 1%%}1&3{{&1 marital situation.

"Wamen pmmg{gf{i‘s s of this collection struggle between the culture of India and America. Their
struggle Sl bk Heed T yaridus ways such as struggle between traditional world which symbolizes ther
land, Ml.i_i,&,M‘detrr'l )ﬂlﬂ!}ruprﬁents *host” land. The traditional culture requires specific duge
and strict ﬁ'oEFlj;s:nf: ﬁ'lEifj;ﬁl}-‘, while the modern world demands from them frankness and ind;
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This struggle creates a chaotic condition of culture-clash for them in the present collection.
NeelamMulchandani in her essay, "Chitra Banerfee Divakacuni : Multiple Consciousness and South Asian
Diasporic Identity Formation™ points out that,
“The home is the locus of tradition for South Asian Diasporic families and within this domain
traditional gender roles often endure while outside the home, there is a dramatic shift in the nature of cultural
expectations.” (P.4)
In the story, "Silver Pavements, Golden Roofs ", Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni focuses the bitter reality
after immigration. She also brings to light the illusionary American dream and the shattering of the dream
through the protagonist Jayanti. The title of the story is nothing but the metaphor used by Chitra Banerjee for
Jayanti’s dream, Jayanti is upper middle class girl of Calcutta. She has attraction for American life. She gets
apportunity to go at Chicago for education. She migrates from Calcutta to Chicago to live with aunt Pratima
and uncle Bikram. . :
She is excited to go to America. bﬁﬁeﬁrﬁg&mngﬁﬂﬁ;ejem when she boards the plane for Chicago.
She feels sorry for her Indian friends {{Er : . itrl'&&j;u will never see any of this. Her heart b
fills with exuberant America. Shedhi Al /‘j:-" : o
_ "Iam going fo landt i :é%ﬁﬁ-_cham!m melts in my mowth,
Jjust as sweet as I thought it '@?}‘J‘d o ;
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She finds nothing new'and
reality of immigrant life. He confesses, & ;
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and- the horrors of existence in
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lkram’s family. He faces the bitter
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Uncle Bikram cxl;ibit_.& his sadﬁéss.\t]ig tone becomes bitter-afid quftgj.fdfﬂivakm'uni reflects on the
insecurity of Indian 1mmigrani‘s-\w&u"§w;,~w witliinferiority .Wﬁ‘é}iu ~They feel that their existence is
burden on American people. Thrnugh'Bihﬂgp’f?ﬁh@fﬂﬁﬁ@i@ﬂ?ﬁﬁzsems this agony, '
“The Americans hate us. They're always 'purrfﬂg‘ﬁ'ﬁ)m:. Because we 've dark skinned foreigners,
Kala admi, blaming us for the damn economy, for taking away their jobs. "(P.43)
Drinking beer is not immoral in American culture. Jayanti shocks to realize that Bikram drinks beer
everyday at night at home. She thinks that it is a bad habit. She also thinks that it is immoral in Indian culture,

“  onam shocked to realize he's drinking beer. At home in Calcutta none of the family touches
alcohol. not even cousin Ramesh, who attends St, Xavier's college and sports a navy blazer and a british
aceent. Mother has always told me what a disgusting habit it is, and she s right.” (P.43)

Jayanti thinks that American culture isolates and protects her. But she soon realizes }
In one afternoon, Jayanti and her aunt Pratima walk around their neighbourhood. A group ¢
boys comments.an Jayanti and her aunt. They call both women “nigger” on noticing the skig
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e e chanting it in high singsong voices that have not broken yet, nigger, nigger, until |
want to seream or weep or laugh, because can't they see that I'm not black at all an Indian girl of good
Jamily. * (P.50-51)

She is not able to fathom the shifting conditions from India to America and how the small, simple
passage through a door can create an entirely new racial identity. She comes to know that she is a minority in
America and on another side; she is an upper class Indian girl. She sees herself in dilemma of two cultures or
an in between the two cultures, With this humiliation Jayanti feels suffocated and restless to go back to home.
She gets a new vision of American life. She calls America damn country like a dain or a witch. It pretends to
give and then snatches away. She cries out,

“Home, | whisper desperately home, home, home. I want my room in Calcutta where things were so
much simpler." (P.55)

We find the opposite ideas of qultugl?‘lgg&ﬁé'ﬂd Eﬂy fﬂ‘} ‘West in the story. The binary of glamour and
reality is the gist of the present 5,10% an _peo %R that America is a land of fortune,
satisfaction, and luxury but the’ @B& sl “Jayarit{itip ieneﬁ, Reflecting on this aspect of the
story, MitaliPati comments, = 0 4 e O

“The conflict in rheé::c:
hopeless binary nature af aﬂg_ﬁu i
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Exploration of Indianness in The God of Small Things of Arundhati Roy

Dr, Dadasaheb Ganpati Ghodake
D.K.A.5.C.College Ichalkaranji
Tal. Hatkanangale, Dist, Kolhapur.

Abstract : Arundhati Roy, an Indian writer by origin  has writien the masterpiece and the * Man Booker Prize ™
winning her first novel “The God of Small things *', The uniqueness of the novel explores the childhood experiences of
fraternal twins whose lives are destroyed by the “Love Laws " written in lucid style the novel explores how theSmall
Things in it affect people’s lives and behavior . “The God of Small Things ™ examines social and cultural roots of
realities |, class relations and cultural tensions, as well as interactions between touchables and untouchables focusing
on the “Inferiority complex ™ which make the reader thought provoking. The writer develops different ways in which
human desperation and desirc cmerge from the firmly entrenched caste system in our society and reveals a complex
and long standing class conflict in the State of Kerala with her comments. Alongwith the caste system an attempt is
made to bring out an economic class struggle and religious diseriminations with selfishness and mean mindedness of
the people in our society . In all the story focuses on two children and their impressions of the world, in which

Arundhati Roy uses various techniques to explore the children’s new point of view and innocence.

Many Indian writers have enriched ‘Indian English Literature * during the Pre-Independence and
Post —Independence period with their first-hand experience in lives. Especially the female writers
contribution has made a a special imprint by their qualitative presentation using impressive narrative style
and language in Indian English. Like the women poets of the post —independence period, the women
novelists too form a sizable and significant school, Ruth Prawar Jhabvala, Kamala markandaya, Nayantara
Sahgal, Anita Desai, Kiran Desai and other women writers have excellently , enhanced the horizon of
‘Indian English Literature ' in the world. After Kiran Desai, Arundhati Roy has brought another feather for
the cap of Indian English literature and the Indian writers in English ; particularly the women writers in
English by winning the prestigious ‘Man Booker Prize ' of 1997 for her very first novel. ‘The God of
Small Things ", ] A

“The God of Small Things ' (1997) of Arundhati Roy explore: the childhood experiences of fraternal
twins, Rahel and Estha whose lives are destroyed by the ‘Love- Laws' that lay down who should be loved
and how, and how much. The small things in life affect blossoming les of not only the twins but also the
people’s behavior, The Story narrated in chronological order shifts around in time which takes place in
Ayemenem, a town near Kottayam, in Kerala state of India. The writer uses flash-back metfiod in between
the events that cecur in the lives of the twins. Rahel and Estha from 1969 to 1993, When they reunite at the
age of thirty one. Due to dowry problem and in order to escape from her ill-tempered father Pappachi
(Shri.Bennan John Ipe) and bitter, long suffering mother, Mamachi (Soshamma Ipeﬁ Ammu lIpe -
desperately leaves for Calcutta and marries a man who assists managing a tea-estate, and gives birth to twins,
Estha and Rahel . Because ofher husbands heavy alcoholic habit, Ammu Ipe desperately returns to live
with her parents and brother , Chacko, , in Ayemenem. After the death of Papachi, Chacko assists his mother
in her business called ‘Paradise pickles and preserves’.

Velutha is an untouchable, a dalit whose family has been working for the Ipe family for generations.
He is an extremely gifted and accomplished carpenter and mechanic working as a servant in the pickle
factory. On the way to the airport when the Ipe family (Chacko, Ammu,Rahel, Estha and Baby Kochamma)
goes to pick up Chacko’s wife Margaret and daughter Sophie Mol, it encounters a group of communist
protesters, The protesters surround the car and force Baby Kochamma to wave a red flag and chant
communist slogans humiliating her. Rahel thinks Baby Kochamma looks WVelutha, an untouchable servant
that works in the pickle factory, in the crowd. Velutha's alleged presence with the communist mob makes

skills with repairing the machine make him indispensable at the pickle factory. But it res
drudgery in the minds of touchable factory workers . On the other hand, Rahel and Esthj
bond with Velutha and love him despite his untouchable status, and this causes Am
attract to Velutha eventually.,She comes to love by night the man her children love by
and Velutha's love affair is discovered , She is locked in her room and Velutha

Very upset and worried Rahel and Estha determine to run away. Sophie Mol, their cousin requis
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take her with them. During the night, while trying to reach the abandoned house across the river | their boat
capsizes and Sophie drowns.

Because of inferiority complex and mean mindedness about Velutha, , Baby Kochamma goes to the
police and accuses him of being responsible for Sophie’s death. She also claims that Velutha tried (o rape
Ammu, threatened the family and kidnapped the children. A group of policemen hunt Velutha down and
severally beat him for crossing caste line, unfortunately velutha dies of his injuries.

The burning example of inferiority complex in *The God of Small Things ° can be seen in the form
of Vellya Paapen , an untouchable . He is so grateful to the touchable class that heis willing to kill his son
when he realizes that Velutha has broken the most important rule of class segregation — that there be no
inter-class sexual relations,

Most of the characters and their relationship in the novel are coloured by class-tension, Chacko's
relationship with Margaret, Pappachi’s relationship with his family and Ammu's relationship with Velutha
are some examples of class tension. Baby Kochamma and Pappachi are the most rigid and vicious in their
attempt to uphold social code. On the other hand, Ammu and Velutha are the most unconventional and bold
in protesting it. Arundhati Roy's efforts are appreciable as she has tried to explore that ‘love’ is such a
powerful and ‘uncontrollable force’ that it cannot be contained by any conventional social code. Because
of this reason, the conventional society wants to destroy real love which in this novel is consistently
connected to sorrows , loss and death.

The novel, “The God of Smal Things * explores the social and cultural roots and develops profound
insights into the ways in which human desperation and desire emerge from the confines of a firmly
entrenched caste system. Arundhati Roy explore a complex and long standing class conflict in the State of
Kerala and criticize it in a realistic manner. She attacks the brutal and systematic oppression at work in
Kerala exemplified by figures of power such as Inspector Thomas Mathew. Roy is highly critical of the
hypocrisy and ruthlessness of the conventional traditional and moral code of the Ipe family.

After a thorough stud}r of the novel. *“The God of Small Things’ il becomes clear that even today
inferiority complex exists in the society. However, Roy explores religious and racial discrimination with
some illustrations . It is unacceptable for a Syrian Christian to marry a Hindu. It seems that Rahel and Estha
are uncomfortable for being half- Hindu, Baby Kchamma Constantly makes bitter comments about the
Hindus. On the other hand, there is discomfort even between the Christian religious because Pappachi
makes negative reaction when Baby Kochamma converts to Catholicism . Chacko suffers from racial
discrimination . His wife, Margaret's parents were shocked and disapproving that their daughter should
marry an Indian, no matter how well educated Sophie Mol on one occasion mentions to her cousins. That
they are ail *wog’ while she is ‘half-wog' Discrimination , thus, has become a way of protecting one's
privileged position in society.

Caste system and social discrimination has been the major problem of the smet}f in India—fos
centuries. From the time of Portuguese Colonialism , Christianity or Roman Catholicism became a major
religion in Kerala . but untouchability was pramiccd by theChristians of Kerala. The untouchables’ were
considered polluted beings. They had the lowliest jobs and lived in subhuman conditions. The caste system
was considered a way to organize society. The Ipes are supposed to be the dominating upper class people.
They are factory owners. Mammachi and Baby Kochamma would not mix with those of a lower class, Even
Kochu Maria, who has been with for vears will always be a servant of a lower class.

Conclusion : The novel *The God of Small Things * of |Arundhati Roy is an excellent exploration of Indian socio
— cultural lifestyle and mixed attitude of the people. Roy has in a systematic way pointed out the personal
traits of different characters. She by using Malyalam and Indian words tries to make English prosperous . All
of the multifarious elements come together to construct a diverse look of Indian culture ; and the effect of the
caste system on life and love during the time of post colonialism . In the end I would say that Arundhati Roy in
her lucid style has tried her best to add a piece of literature in Indian English and in its grandeur.
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HIGHER EDUCATION: STATUS AND OBSTACLES IN OBTAINING HIGHER EDUCATION

Mrs. Shailaja A. Changundi

Associate Professor & Head, Department of English *

D. K A. 8. C. College, Ichalkaranji

Abstract
Higher education has witnessed tremendous increase in the number af Universities/University level

institutions & Colleges since independence. The number universities has inceased 34 times from 20 in 1930
te 677 in 2014. The number of colleges has also registred manifold increase of 74 times with just 500 in
1950 growing to 37204, as on 31" March, 2013. Every year millions of students from within the country and
abroad enter in these universities for graduate, post-graduate studies while millions go outside for the same
purpose. Higher education in this way has become the most important part of students’ life. At the same time
it has become the shared responsibility of both the Centre and the States. The coordination and
determination of standards in Universities and Colleges is entrusted to the UGC and other statutory
regulatory bodies.

India’s higher education system is the third largest in the world, next to the United States and China.
Government Degree Colleges and Private Degree Colleges, including 1800 exclusive women's colleges,
functioning under these universities and institutions as reported by the UGC in 2016. Colleges may be
Autonomous, i.e. empowered to examine their own degrees, up to PhD level in some cases, or non-
autonomous, in which case their examinations are under the supervision of the university to which they are
affiliated; in either case, however, degrees are awarded in the name of the university rather than the college.
Introduction

The centers of higher education in India are running in extremely high status. The students from abroad
come here and opt for higher education in Indian Universities. Some institutions of India, such as the Indian
Institutes of IITs, National Institute of Technology (NITs), Indian Institute of Science, Indian Institute of
Science Education and Research(IISERs), Indian Institutes of Information Technology (IIITs), Indian
Institutes of Management (IIMs), International Institute of Information Technology (IIIT), University of
Murmbai and Jawaharlal Nehru University have been globally acclaimed for their standard of education. The
ITs enroll about 8000 students annually and the alumni have contributed to both the growth of the private
sector and the public sectors of India. However, India still lacks internationally behind universities such
as Harvard, Cambridge, and Oxford.

Indian higher education is in need of radical reforms. A focus on enforcing higher standards of transparency,
strengthening of the vocational and doctoral education pipeline, and professionalization of the sector through
stronger institutional responsibility would help in reprioritizing efforts and working around the
complexities. The rise of IT sector and engineering education in India has boxed students into linear path
without giving them a chance to explore and discover their passions. Concerted and collaborative efforts are
needed in broaden student choices through liberal arts education,
Universities in India have evolved in divergent streams with each stream monitored by f

indirectly controlled by the Ministry of Human Resource Development and funded joing
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governments, There are many universities are administered by the States, however, there are 18 important
universities called Central Universities, which are maintained by the Union Government. The increased
funding of the central universities give them an advantage over their state competitors.

Apart from the several hundred state universities, there is a network of research institutions that pm;ride
opportunities for advanced learning and research leading up to a PhD in branches of science, technology and
agriculture. Several have won international recognition,

25 of these institutions come under the umbrella of the CSIR - Council of Scientific and Industrial Research
and over 60 fall under the ICAR - Indian Council of Agricultural Research. In addition, the DAE -
Department of Atomic Energy, and other ministries support various research laboratories.

The Anna University, which is of the affiliated type, is a member of the Association of Indian Universities,
the Agsociation of Commonwealth Universities and Partner of UNESCO International Center for
Engineering Education (UICEE). UGC have accredited Anna University with Five Star Status in 2002 which
i5 the highest rating. With proven capabilities both in academic and research areas, Anna University was able
to receive this honour for a period of five years for excellence in technical education.

The University of Calcutta was the first multi-disciplinary university of modern India. According to The
Times Higher Education Supplement's survey of the world's top arts and humanities universities, dated
November 10, 2003, this university, ranked 39, was the only Indian university to make it to the top 50 list in
that year. Other research institutes are the Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics, the Asiatic Society, and
the Indian Statilstical Institute.

The National Law School of India University is highly regarded, with some of its students being
awarded Rhodes Scholarshipsto Oxford University, and the All India Institute of Medical Sciences is
consistently rated the top medical school in the country. Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) are the top
management institutes in India.

The private sector is strong in Indian higher education. This has been partly as a result of the decision by the
Governmeht to divert spending to the goal of universalisation of elementary education, Within a decade
different state assemblies have passed bills for private universities, including Birla Institute of Technology
and Science, Institute of Finance and International Management, Xavier Labour Relations Institute, O. P.
Jindal Global University and many more.

India is also the leading source of international students around the world. More than 200,000 Indian
students are studying abroad. They are likely to be enrolled in master's programs with engineering focus
which provide them opportunities to enhance career potential.

Acereditation for higher learning is overseen by autonomous institutions established by the University
Grants Commission.

= All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE)

= Distance Education Council (DEC)

= Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)

«  Bar Council of India (BCI)

= National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC)
*  Mational Council for Teacher Education (NCTE)
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= Rehabilitation Council of India (RCT)

s Medical Council of India (MCI)

= Pharmacy Council of India (PCI)

« Indian Nursing Council (INC)

= Dental Council of India (DCT)

= Central Council of Homeopathy (CCH)

s  Central Council of Indian Medicine (CCIM)

» Veterinary Council of India (VCI)

The issue of assessing and assuring quality of Indian higher education is a challenge. Instead of aiming for
'world-class' universities through rankings, policy framework must improve the processes that enable
accountability through data collection and reporting on parameters of institutional quality. The government
should leverage this tool to improve quality of the overall system. A study was done on autonomous colleges
by the Centre for Public Policy Research (CPPR) in Kerala recommended that grading should be done for

such institutions to improve their overall performance. @
Problems in Focusing on Higher Education f

Driven by market opportunities and entreprencurial zeal, many institutions are taking advantage of the lax
regulatory environment to offer 'degrees’ not approved by Indian authorities, and many institutions are
functioning as psendo non-profit organisations, developing sophisticated financial methods to siphon off the
‘profits’. Regulatory authorities like UGC and AICTE have been trying to extirpate private universities that
run courses with no affiliation or recognition. Students from rural and semi urban background often fall prey
to these institutes and colleges. One of the fundamental weaknesses of the system is lack of transparency and
recommendations have been made to mandate high standards of data disclosures by institutions on

b 4 T TSR N T

performance. Other problem was on the excessive obsession of having Indian universities among top

|

global college and university rankings, at times originating from government's inconsistent priorities,
indicating a showcasing mentality of Indian higher education in the world stage while pathetic ignorance
towards primary and secondary educations continued. The argument has been that the whole model of
ignoring primary and secondary education, while focusing on ranking of a few universities and institutes, is
not a sustainable model for the nation,

In the present day globalized world India and China are two countries which are redefining the world
equation in-terms of population, political power, economy and volume of consumption of natural resources.
Development and progress of the citizens of the two countries are defined by the Knowledge society and
skilled manpower. Education is the key factor in shaping the budding superpowers. Higher education in
these two countries has centuries old history which is trying to re-invent with the changing times with
respect to technology.

The consistent growth rate of India in last two decades has been attributed to the higher ad
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created huge divide within the society. The progress which has been made in last two decades has not
reached all sections of the society. The present crisis in environment, energy, poverty, security concerns
within India has been mainly due to lack of indigenous cost effective technology to address these issues. This
directly correlates to quality of higher of education in India especially quantity and quality of B & D in
higher education systems. Universities and colleges have become training centers for the service based
industry of the country with short term economic development of the society rather than focusing on long
term development of a society which is reliable, stable and prosperous. Many factors have contributed to the
degradation of higher education system since independence in 1947 which can be broadly grouped into the
following factors but not limited. They are: Financing of higher education, Quality of human resources in
higher education, quality of research infrastructure, mismanagement of the system and lack of accountability,
society and ethics, lack of industry academia collaborations in research lack of importance for natural and
social sciences

Higher Education system in India

Education in India dates back to its early civilization time where teaching and learning process revolved
around the ‘Gurukal system’ .This system had been a residential concept wherein the students were educated
under the tutorship of a teacher in different areas of religion, philosophy and science. Modern concept of
University style education centers were established around 6 BC at Nalanda and Takshila .The concept
centralized learning centres with multiple streams continued till the arrival of Europeans to the Indian
subcontinent. These higher learning centres were nerve centre of different dynasties which ruled across India
for thousands of years and generated the required human resources for construetion, irrigation and warfare.

In the middle ages up to 1200 AD the religion based higher learning centres were established throughout the
Indian peninsula. These learning centers attracted students from CentralAsia, China, Middle east, South East
Asia and Rome focusing on Literature, Philosophy ,Astronomy Architecture whose influence can be seen
across the world in terms temples, construction and irrigation systems.

In the early modern age after 1200 AD the Islamic influences enriched the traditional University learning
centers and brought in the disciplines of Geography, Law, Administration and Arabic mathematics to Indian
subcontinents.

Higher Education system under British Rule

The major change in the traditional style of higher education was brought by the European rulers starting
from 1600 AD .Till 1850 informal European style learning centres existed across India Their man focus was
in development of Eump-can language speaking administrators and clerks for enriching the establishment of
the European rule. The British were successful by 1800 in controlling much the Indian sub-continent under
the rule East India Company. The British established formal system of higher education which continues till
date.

By 1903 the Indian Institute of Science was established by Tata with focus on research in science and
engineering which is the first higher technical learning system in modern India. The Bri

University system continued expand across India leading to growing number of higher |#im¥R
1947, PR
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Apart from the UGC governing higher education, Government of India has established special Technical
Education sector under the Department of higher education which oversees Central and State government

funded Institutes of higher learning focused on Sciences, Engineering, Technology, Management,

Architecture, Pharmacy , Applied arts and Crafts and catering Technology. Considering the rigorous nature
of engineering and technology education this is huge number to be trained at a time especially at the
undergraduate level. The quality of Intake at Undergraduate Engineering courses, Syllabus Up gradation,
lack of need based delivery, lack of applied engineering, lack of Quality Professors, focus on English
language and Aptitude Test, Societal Issues, Quality of Postgraduate Engineering Education — all these
things need to be up graded.

Conclusion

The status of higher education in India is comparatively much better. What we need is providing the
necessary fulfillment of the least requirements which will be helpful for upgrading the quality of higher
education. High attention must be paid to the requirements of those students who are not able to continue
their higher education only due to their financial problems; and those students who cannot meet the
requirements of skills needed for specific professional courses they have admitted themselves. To provide
certain training programmes for acquiring such skill would be a better way to make available opportunities
for unprivileged classes of students.
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Power Polities in V.S, Naipauls *A Bend in the River?

Dr. 5. 1. Noorani,
Associate Professor,
IVKAS C College, Ichallearnji, Dist Kothapur,

Abstract

Nawpaul writes aboui the power politics with soclal, and cultural tensions and dimensions which are
created and inherited from the colonial past. All these tensions are stll firmly rooted in the socien. Naipant
says that in posi-colonial situations each one is reduced to a political being. So the social situation is deseribed
i tevms of ‘Power Politics. " Heve Naipaul deals with the themes of stavery, violence, and independence. He
yuestions many assumptions of the world: the racial and political tensions, the disorganization of the society
due to the disorder, the exploitation of the colonized by the colonizers and above all the rootlessness of self-
caused by these factors.

Keywords: Power politics, immigrants. rootless. homeless, aulture, disorder, exploftation, oppressor, oppressed
ele,

Everything is global in this era of globalization. But native perceptions naturally express
themselves in any literature. Though Naipaul supposes himself the postmodern writer who focuses on
the international themes, the vein of Power Politics is feasible in his literature. His ‘A Bend in the
River'is not exception to it.

Power Politics is a doctrine that is primarily a social, political, psychological, and linguistic
term which has philosophical, religious, moral, cultural, racial, ethnic, scientific and medical
connotations. Oxford English Dictionary (2012) defines Power Politics as “a return to or emphasis on
indigenous customs, in opposition to outside influences.”

Power Politics consists of a dialectical relationship: the self and the other, The self is a whole
with which a desi identifies himsel/herself, almost fluctuating boundaries where a community has
evolved a relatively stable form of life over a stretch of time. While the *other’ is appreciably different
from the self. The relation between the two can be one of peaceful co-existence but often it is
conceived to be a power — relation, not a relation between Differents but of Opposites,

While considering the Power Politics in V.S, Naipaul’s ‘4 Bend in the River' there were three
nativistic driving forces behind it,

I. His displacement from his ancestral land — India
2. His displacement from his native land — Trinidad
3. The influence of his father.

Thus, in his case, the identity of a person found to be missing. In the present novel, Naipaul
reveals the reality of a newly independent African state. There is a group of people who occupy a
small town at the bend in the river. These are a few Belgians, some €reeks, Italians and Indians living
a “stripped, Robinson Crusee kind of existence”.(.31) Naipaul shows the town and its society is
rootless and homeless.

In the present story, whatever little Salim knows about his community and past is from books
written by Europeans. Salim realizes that without Europeans “their entire past would have been
washed away.” (.18) interestingly one thing should be noted that colonizers are reformers, history
makers and at the same time exploiters and oppressors. Salim, having developed the habit of
conscious self-assessment because of his western educatibn, realizes that his community has fallen
behind. He awakens to the oppressed position of his community in the coast. Salim’s first rootlessness
on social grounds comes when he realizes that the minority communities are exploited, oppressed and
persuaded by masters. Naipaul says that it is a bitter reality of all colonial and post-colonial societies,
Even Indar, his East Indian Hindu friend arrives at the same insight. He tells Salim: “We are washed
up here, you know to be in Africa you have to be strong. We are not strong. We don’t even have a
flag,”(.24) m‘\

: Salim comes to know that his community itself is shattered and disintegrated. He od et find
his “place™ in it. He feels rootless and displaced as an ancestral crisis, so in a panic mogt Jgsays:

We never asked why; we never recorded. We felt in our bones that We wiop
people; but we seemed to have no means of -gauging the passing of time. Neither
gmndlf‘aﬂmr could put dates to their stories. Not because they had forgotien or were Sighatark
wias simply the past.(77)
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From generations to gencrations, Salim and his Fai Iy has been  suffering from this

spacelessness and uprootedness. To overcome on this  crisis the ultimate step is taken by Indar and
salim, Indar revolves to leave  for England and Salim decides to make a new beginning elsewhere.
Naipaul minutely observes the dilemma of the ammigranis that they always have to shift  from
place 10 place for the sake of better future and security, :

Salim breaks from his family only o get a stable job offered by Nazaruddin, But when Salim
arrives, he finds the town destroyed in the tribal war. Salim is disappointed to see the ruins speak of
“The depth of that African rage, the wish fo destroy, regardless of the consequences.”(.32) It disturbs
Salim 1o see the ruined suburb near the rapids, valuable real estate only recently being reclaimed by
the bush. In the midst of ruins. which looked like dead civilization, Salim feels like “..._a ghosl, not
from the past, but from the future.” (.32-33) Salim once again gets stranded in earlier condition of
spacclessness and baselessness. He realizes that there can be no fresh beginning anywhere, Naipaul
has pointed the very truth that this time rootlessiess is not due to past but from ruined future, Salim
even loses his temper and balance when he comes to know that he cannot return to his coast because
his family too has to scatter somewhere and Metty, a family slave is sent to stay with hinm. The social
disturbances fracture the dream world of Salim and his family even gets disturbed.

During the second rebellion, the town at the bend in the river is destroyed because it is
# reminder of “the intruders who had ruled in it and formed it...."(.72) The Liberation Army secks to
overthrow the Bigman's regime and revive the old ways, To achieve this seek to wipe oul “everybody
who can read and write, who ever put on a jacket and tie.....all the masters and all the servants,"(,284) G
This violence brings loneliness and insecurity of life for the €xpatriates and immigrants. Naipaul
observes that decolonization is always violent. So the post-colonials have to suffer from blood-shed,
lack of sympathy, exile and extreme alienation.

Father Huisamans' brutal killing is a proof of the fact. To Salim and the others, father
Huisamans® death comes as a warning that they have to be very careful and remember that they are in
Africa. The uncertainty of life, insecurity, and violent end of life lead all these post-colonial
characters to feel an absurdity of life due to their inability to go back and even forward. They are
trapped in the ultimate crux of “to be or not to be’. Salim suffers from placeness and a sense of
insecurity,

However, Father Huisamans’ prediction comes true that ‘there would always be a settlement
at the bend in the river.’(.69) His optimistic view towards Africa comes true, but a westernized Africa
emerges out again as mimicry of white men. This second rebellion proves to be a hopeless affair. The
town is not only re-established but it begins to grow under the regime of the Big Man.

“All kinds of projects were started. Various government departments came to life again, and
the town at last became a place that could be made to work. We already had the steamer SErvice, now
the art field was recommissioned and extended, to take the jets from the capital (and to thy in
soldiers).... We even began to get a new telephone system. It was far too elaborate for our needs, but
it was what the Big Man in the capital wanted for us.”’(.94) L

Naipaul eritically examines that these developmental schemes are not the needs of common
man, but they are being deceived by the rich and hypocrites under the name of developments. The
basic necessitics, requirements are not fulfilled but stupendous projects or schemes like ‘state domain’
are started. Being built on the ruins, it is the big man's miracle carrying the message that “Africans
had become modern men who built in concrete and glass and sat in cushioned chairs covered in
imitation velvet.”(.108) This is again an imitation of colonizers. These imitations remind the colonial
stage which was the “past” but now again as a “present’ for post-colonials. It is ironical that no one
knows what the ‘Domain’ is being built for? And it is only after its completion that a use is found.
The building of “Domain™ mcorporated polytechnic college, a modemn form and residence for
intellecruals. Big man tries to modernize the old Africa which is always visible beneath the g
d:EIcur of the new, But the utmost tragedy comes when the Africans could noi identify themsg
this new, modem African consciousness. For them mystery and peace lie in the b
nostalgically recalls;"during the dayifjl_‘!:}ha rebellion I had the sharpest sense of the beau
and the forest, and had promised nyself that when the peace came T would expose mysel
I, and possess that beauty.”(.108)

~ Salim feels sad at the loss of the magic and mystery of the place, which comes withf
Naipaul observes that freedom and developments bring unrelatedness and sense of noSigne
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the amumigranis like Salim. Al these things force immigrants to the greater rootlessness i the social
context, >

Nazruddin's letter brings more disturbing news, Racial troubles break out in Uganda as well
and Mazaruddin has had to shifi hjs tamily again. Nazaruddin's plan to move out of Africa and g0 to
Canada, makes it clear that no African country 15 free from troubles and violence. Naipaul again
examines that the ammigrant characters are constantly moving from land to land Just ta save their
lives, and so at the inner level everyone is frightened and disoriented. The socio-political situations
bring an extreme stress on the relationship of Salim and Yvette. The relation breaks in the disgusting
manner as Salim's spitting on the Yvette. The social frustrations affect individual and individual
frustrations affect social life, Salim can not escape  from this sordid reality, Salim expresses his
hopelessness:

I had my first dream about myself, the beginning of the decay of the man | had known myself
to be. | had visions of beggary decrepitude, the man not of Africa lost in Africa, no longer with
strength or purpose to hold his own. . (184)

Naipaul examines that the disorganized and disordered society of the town at the bend in the
river does not provide any chance of any kind of fulfillment. Yvette, Raymond, Mahesh, Salim and
Indar are all outsiders floating and lost without any definite identity and existence, Salim's closest
friend Indar, who is now well settled, also is a frustrated being when he says to Salim:

It isn’t easy to twurn your back on the past. It isn’t something you can decide to do just like
that. It is something you have to arm yourself for, or grief will ambush and destroy you.(148)

Naipaul says that it is an ultimate fate of the post-colonial characters that their past is always
leads them to their destruction and frustration.

We see that Salim, in search of better future decrdes to go London. But disillusionment and
rootlessness in London again makes him a displaced and placeless being. Salim is totally an exiled
being like Ralph Singh in The Mimic Men who comes to London for better settlement. Salim never
fecls as a settled being but always a scattered one in different worlds, Europe, which has ruled Salim’s
world since his childhood even, presents a different picture altogether, Salim does not identify himself
with London and says: “It was something shrunken, mean and forbidding” (.238) Actually
Salim has come to London from Africa for relief and rescue from the hopelessness. But in London
also he becomes confused and furthermore his capacities, his expectations, his identity remains
divided. All these things lead him to the utmost tragedy that he feels himself as ‘rootless’ in
London Naipaul says that there is no safe place for the immigrants, The problems like homelessness,
rootlessness, placelessness, exile, loneliness, barreness in mihtianships_. insecurity of life and a sense
of broken self lead all the immigrant characters to rootlessness of their selves. The socio-economic
and political  problems are making this problem more critical, In this entire crux, there is no
chance for self development. All dreams of being settled physically and mentally get shattered. And
50 rootlessness remains an ultimate destination of the post-colonial characters.

Naipaul successfully delineates the complexities of modern life of the post-colonials,
Ferdinand represents the modern Africans who have been picked out from bush life, only to be
placed in a more vulnerable position in the civilized jungle of the town, which provides no
sanctuary or protection. Through Indar and Salim Naipaul portrays the plight of the displaced exiles
that have nowhere to go, nowhere a sole place, and so only rootlessness. Raymond and Yvette
demonstrate that in the new dynamic power, everyone is in a marginal position. No one is a safe being
though they rich, white or employed in the society like Africa. Naipaul’s vision “we can only carry
on™ offers little hope to the Third World societies that have been maimed beyond repair, Through his
characters and places, he puts forward the wview that displacement, alienation, frustration,

fragmentation and rootlessness are the universal predicaments in the post-war world and one
must learn to live with these ultimate truths. Salim decides to rejoin the world but expresses his
rootlesaness;

: Thc. world is what it is; men who are nothing, who allow themselves to be nothing
place in it."(.9) .
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overcoming the colonial mentalily of idieness and srresponsibility. Being a rootless. Naipaul finaily
speaks of the Third World societies through Ferdinand in the last scene of Salim’s esca P

You mustu’t think its bad just for you. 1t’s bad for everybody. That's the terrible thing It's
bad for prosper; bad for the man they gave your shop 1o, bad for everybody. Nobody's going
anywhere.We are all going to hell, and e¢veryman knows this in his bones. We're being killed.
Nathing has any meaning. That is why everyone is frantic, Everydne wants to make his money and
run away, but where? That is what driving people mad are, They feel they're losing the place they can
run back to....nowhere is safe now (281-82)

In this novel, V. 8. Naipaul, in fact, deals with culture, identity and roots. Il is because he had
a lot of ups and downs to assert his own identity, He could not find his roots nor could he adjusi
himself to a country. He himself admits in The Middle Passage, “Living in a borrowed culture, the
West Indian, more than most, needs writers to tell him who he is and where he stands " {73) The study
of this novel shows that Naipaul has made a quite successful attempt to depict the power politics.
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Married Life in the Select Short Stories of Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
Dr. 8. L. Noorni

Pepartment of English, Datajirao kadam arts science commerce College, lchalkaranji

ABSTRACT

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni explores the issues of Indian immi grant married life through her shor
stories Clathes, The Bat, and Siher Favements, Golden Roofs in the debut collection Arranged
Marriage (1995). We are goin £ to analyze the married life in sonie select short stories of the first
collection that has the immigrant edge. These stories exhibit the fssues of Indian Brides in America
who had armnged marriage. At the same time, it also depicts the elfect of the changing times on
Indian Institution of arranged marriage in the host land. Chitra Barerjee Divakaruni also brings 1o
light more positive aspects of freedom and self expression on many levels due to migration of the
married life,

Key words: married life, migration, imm igrant, arranged marriage, culture-clash etc.

Corresponijuhyding Author: Dr, S 1. Noorani

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni explores the issues of Indian immigrant married life through
her short stories Clothes, The Bats and Sitver Pavements, Golden Roofs in the debut collection
Arranged Marriage (1995). We ars going to analyze the married life in some seiect short stories of
the first collection that has the immigrant edge. These stories exhibit the issues of Indian Brides in
America who had arranged marsiage. At the same time, it also depicts the effect of the changing
tmes on Indian Institution of arranged marriage in the host land. Chitra Barerjee Divakaruni also
brings to light more positive aspects of freedom and self expression on many levels due 1o migration
unlike Bharati Mukherjee, who is keen to show the *bleak’ sides of the immigrant lives in her shart
story collections — Darkness and The Middieman and Other Stories.

Divakaruni exposes the ground breaking reality of arranged marriage in the present collection,
Her diasporic experiences not oniy proyide the readers the insight into the lives of various immigrant
brices from young, newly bride to the old but one can understand the process and various aspects of
culture-clash faced by these women protagonists. It also depicts the constant and contradictory
oscillation of race, culture, time and geography. The result of that is culture-clash which is the
evitable fate of immigrants, In American surrounding, the Indian women develop an altered
Consciousness in order to relate them to Indian culture. Women of Divakaruni's texts are caught
between the traditional customs of India from which they have emigrated and they present
experivnce with the more westernized culture of America, While facing the culture-clash, these
Protieonists experience the uncertain nature of ‘alien’ land and as a result, they move towards more
Gz condition, The complex condition is the plight of these characters and at the - i
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lentity. They don't know that they will fit in American society. This stress leads them to

sesclash which these protagonists face in an alien land.

I

."-

i g aharuni speaks through these storjes the same vicissitude of Indian married woman. b
warital relationship as they are seen i India is the practice or liberty 10 take decision for

A - l of their father in arranged marriage. The daughter or woman is only scapegoat of this

Lis practice or tradition is guestioned by Divakaruni in the present short stories. On the
uioan the calien! land, women face the contradictory situation like decision making;
cace and working outside the home make them to respond differently to the marital

Wamen protagonists of this collection struggle between the culture of India and America. Their
struggle can be seen in various ways such as struggle between traditional world which svmbolizes
their home land, while, modern world represents ‘host’ land. The traditional culture requires specific
: duties of woman and strict norms of morality, while the modern world demands from them frankness
) i and individual liberty. This struggle creates a chaotic condition of culture-clash for them in the
3 present collection. NeelamMulchandani in her essay, “Chitra Banegee Divakarani & Multiple ﬁ
Consciousness and South Asian Diasporic Identity Formation " points out that,

] “The home is the locus of tradition for Seuth Asian Diasporic families and withm this
domain traditional gender roles often endure while outside the home, there is a dramatic
i shift i the nature of cultural expectations, " (P.4)

This ‘dramatic shift' ¢~ cultural expectations leads women towards the conflict of cultures, In the
story “Clothes " we find the same aspect where Divakaruni questions the man woman relations based
on Indian society in an alien land. Finding & match for dauglhiter or son for amanged marriage is the
sele concern-of many parents in Indian society. In the present story, the match of daughter Sumita is
4 arrivzed by her father with Somesh from California, He comes for *bride viewing' ceremeny at

i ¢ ilcciie. He prefers Sumita as wife. In this, Sumita’s role is passive what the Indian 1raditions
ol When her marriage is amanged with Somesh, she reacts,

“1'd be going halfway around the world 1o live with a man I hadn’t even mei, wouid 1
ever see my parents agam? Don't send me so far away, [ wanted to ey but I didn 't
Father had worked to find this match. Besides, wasn't it every woman 's destiny? (P.18)

i is frequent confrontation between Americanand the culture of Sumita, Drinking alcohol is
srohibited and immoral in Indian Culture, When Sumita marries with Somesh, she comes to
“merica, drinking is not wrong or immoral. Somesh forces her to drink sweet white
Jaditiona desi gir] like Sumita even thinks to respect her husband’s demand of drinking. He

& 2 | lot of Americans drink, youknow. It's a part of their culture, not considered immoral,
FIEE I'll get you some sweet white wine and you'll see how good it makes

Now his fingers were stroking my cheeks..............after all it was my
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ted up by waditional ideas like serving tea to her mother- in law's friends, covering her head with her
sariand not addressing her husband by his name etc.she feels something different in host land. In the

waords of Sumita,
]

“But at other times I feel caught in a world where everyihing is frozen in place, like o
scene nside a glass paper weight, It is a world so small... . . vevnnvan  Sland ingide this
glass world". (P.26)

Still she feels that America rushes her. She wanis to enjoy American life, American lherty and
ndividal freedom which American girls enjoy,

. dunrise, orange, the color................. of joy of my new American
life. Across its middle in large black letiers, is written Great America, "' (P.25)

Like her, Somesh is also suffering the same. He is caught between the traditional Indian world of
obedient son and American boys’ who don’t want the interference of their parents in their own life.
Fle wants to enjoy American freedom with his better half. He is very much conscious about the
American way of life of impartiality and emancipation, On the other hand, he does not have the
courage to disagree with his parents. He doesn’t want to break the SravanBal image which is ideal
for traditional Indian male, It means that he is caught between the two worlds — traditional Indian
world where the parents are son's responsibility in their old age and American world where the
individual freedom is important, According to Somesh,

“They ve always been there when I needed them ' could never abandon them ar some old
people 's home, " (P.26)

The story reaches ai climax when Somesh unwillingly accepts “gravevard shifts” as his partner
refuses 10 do so, These graveyard shifis become responsible for his murder for money by some
miscieanis. Sumita is forced to stznd in the middle of the room, to wear white sari and break the
bangles traditionally. Besides, this bitter reality of immigration, she finds that turning back to India
will nol mitigate her suffering as a widow. She also realizes that she can survive with her own will
and with her own choice of life conditions in this strange land. It will help her to save her identity
and self’ respect. She confesses,

"That's when 1 know, cannot go back, I don 't know yethow I'll manage here in this new
dangerous land. I only know I must, Because all over India, at this very moment, widows
m white saris are bowing their veiled heads, serving tea o in-laws. Doves with cut off

wings. "

We find that sumita is sandwiched between Indian traditions and American bitter reality of
Immigration. As a widow, she knows in India, she will suffer more. So she accepts the host land or
modern world where she is sure that she will get the individual freedom. BeenaAgarwal in her book,
"Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni: A New Voice in Indian English Fiction" observes,

“Sumita's acceptance of immigration as her destiny, is her affirmation of an idg
i Hegates the accepted mivror images constructed within the order of patriapelypBiloiifhs

o “wir‘fgffmm reflects the dilemma of immigration i which a woman suffers
f Ao
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of cultural background and ihe sirength of relations, she feels herself lonely isola ted and

sometimes betraved. (P.101)

The very first story of this callection i “The Bats' A single narrator depicts the bitter reality of
arranged marriage. Domestic vioknce in family comes out from the husband’s dominance in the
family where woman suffers. The child ohserves his mother’s suffering. The child narrates this story
innocently. The child is mouthpiece of Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni. She explores the inhuman
violence of the husband and the vietim 1 obviously woman. Divakaruni also brings to light the
inhumanity of men in Indian society where the woman is subsidiary. The child narrates,

“4 couple of days later mother Il another mark on face, even bigger and reddish blue.
It was on the side of her forehead and make her face look loapsided. " (P.3)

Out of anguish, his mother decides 1o leave her hushand's house and goes lo grandfather’s house
due 1o violent attacks of her husband. When she reaches at grandfather’s house, the child enjoys the
company of grandpa, He gets the fascination of buffaloes, goats, and bamboo forests. His excitement

reflects,

I had never seen real live chickens up close before and immediately loved how they
squawked and flapped thetr wings. " (P.6)

After spending a lot of days at grandfather’s house, one day, the child’s mother gets a letter from
her husband to return. She decides to reiurm 1o her husband's house because she observes that people
in the village start whispering about her long stay without husband at grandiather’s house.
Consequently, she returns fo her husband and she hopes that life will change. But she proves Wrong;

she i in hell like situation.

Though this story takes place i Caleutta, the fate of Indian wornan is same everywhere, wheter
the woman is immigrant or not. We observe that Divakaruni with American lenses peints out the
inhuman practice of Indian traditional male dominated society where the woman forces to bear a lot
of pains. She also compares the wWorst practices of Indian society and the freedom of Americarns.

In the next story, “Sitver Pavements, Golden Roofe”, Chitra Barerjee Divakaruni focuses the
bitter reality after immigration. She also brings to light the illusionary American dream and the
shattering of the dream through the protagonist Jayanti. The title of the story is nothing but the
metaphor used by Chitra Banerjee for J ayanti’s dream. Jayanti is upper middle class girl of Calcutta,
She has attraction for American life, She gets opportunity to go at Chicago for education. She
migrates from Caleutta to Chicago to live with aunt Pratima and uncle Bikran.

She is excited to go to America. She feels something different when she boards the plane for
Chicago. She feels sorry for her Indian friends — Prema, Vaswati and Sabitri — who will never see
any of this, He heart fills with exuberant America, She thinks,

“l am going 1o land the Almond Rocas, | remind myself. The American chocolate melts in
pry mouth, just as sweet as [ thought it would be. " (P.36)

When she reaches at aunt Pratima’s house, she suffocates. Her illusory dryl
The apartment of the aunt is nothing but ‘disappointment’ for her. It is
home’ which she had seen in photas, This apartment, she smells of stale
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tadded. overstuffed sofas and rickety tables. She makes a comparative analysis of her life in Calcuna
and the horrors of existence in Chicago. In disappoiniment. she admits,

"My monogrammed leather cases are an embarrassment i this hossehold |1 push them
under the bed in the tiny room 1 am to occupy it is the same sizé as my. bathroom ar
fome " (P.41)

She finds nothing new and exciting in “America like” in uncle Bikram's family. He faces the
hitter reality of immigrant life. He confesses,

“Things aren 't as perfect as people at home like 1o think we ail thought we 'd become. But
it's not so easy. " (P.43)

Uncle Bikram exhibits his sadness. His tone becomes bitter and revengeful. Divakaruni reflects
on the insecurity of Indian immigrants who survive with inferiority in America. They feel that their
existence is burden on American people. Through Bikram’s character, Divakaruni represents this
‘agony,

“The Americans hate us. They 've always putting us down. Because we re dark skinmed foreigners,
Kala admi, blaming us for the damn economy, for taking away their jobs. "(P.43)

Drinking beer is not immoral in American culture. Jayanti shocks to realize that Bikram drinks
beer everyday at night at home. She thinks that it is a bad habit. She also thinks that it is immoral in

Indian culture,

Ve oGl am shocked to realize he's drmking beer At home in Caleutia none of the
Jamily touches aleohol, not even cousin Ramesh, who attends St. Agvier's college and
sports a navy biazer and a british accent, Mother has aiways told me what a disgusting
habit it s, and she's righs " (P.43)

Jayanti thinks that American culture isolates and protects her. But she soon realizes that she is
wrong. In one afiernoon, Jayanti and her aunt Pratima walk around their neighbourhood. A group of
young American boys comments on Jayanti and her aunt. They call both women “nigger” on
noticing the skin colours,

M. chanting it in high singsong voices that have not broken yet, nigger,
nigger, until I'want to scregm or weep or laugh, because can 't they see that I'm not black
atall an Indian girl of good family. " (P.50-51)

She is niot able to fathom the shifting conditions from India to America and how the small, simple
passage through a door can create an entirely new racial identity. She comes to know that she is a
minority in America and on another side: she is an upper class Indian girl. She sees herself in
dilemma of two cultures or an in between the two cultures. With this humiliation Jayanti feels
suffocated and restless to go back to home. She gets a new vision of American life. She calls
America damn country like a dain or a witch, It pretends to give and then snatches awpsr ST msic
O,

Ui Larau Kadain Arls, Sdence & Commere College, |chalkaranj.
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“Home, | whisper desperately ome, home, home I wani my room i Caloniia wiere

things were so nuoly simpler. " (P.55)

We find the opposite ideas of culiures between East and West in the story. The binaiy of glamour
and reality is the gist of the present story. Indian peaple like Jayanti think that America is a land of
fortune. satisfaction, and luxury but the reality is different as Jayanti experiences. Reflecting on this

aspect of the story, MitaliPati comments,

“The conflict in the social and cultival codes of East and West the old and the new shows the

hopeless binary nanre of all uman desire .. .........symbolizes the anarchy of seifl "(Mitali :P.198)
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